
Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors Meeting 

MINUTES 
Thursday, May 20, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District • Activity Room 3 
4201 Guardian Street, Simi Valley, CA 93063 • (805) 584-4400 

Meeting held via Zoom - a video recording is available 
on the District Website at www.rsrpd.org. 

approved 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Chair Dennert called the Meeting to 
Order at 6:30pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Zach Miller. 

2. ROLLCALL - Directors Abele, Freeman, Gray, Vice Chair O'Brien, and Chair Dennert were in 
attendance. Staff in attendance included: Laura Ballantoni, Nikki Collier, Danielle June, Zach Miller, 
Wayne Nakaoka, Kelly Negrete, Theresa Pennington, Dan Paranick, Gina Viecco, and District 
Counsel Brian Hamblet. 

Guests attended tonight's meeting via Zoom. Those who made public comments are listed under the 
appropriate Item below. 

3. AGENDA REVIEW -There were no changes to tonight's Agenda. 

Chair Dennert made a special announcement at this time. Director of Planning and Maintenance 
Wayne Nakaoka has been selected by the California Association of Recreation and Park Districts 
(CARPD) as Outstanding District Employee of the Year. The award will be presented at the annual 
CARPD conference in June. 

Abele congratulated Nakaoka on his award. He appreciates Nakaoka's open door policy with the 
Board members. He added Wayne is so knowledgeable; this is really a well-deserved honor. 

Freeman added nobody could be more deserving than Wayne. She really appreciates all of his hard 
work and dedication to the District. 

O'Brien congratulated Wayne on receiving this award, it's really a great honor. 

Gray congratulated Wayne, adding he has the skill, talent, and leadership. It is a well-deserved award. 

4. PUBLIC STATEMENTS (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA)- NONE 

Chris de Santis, representing the Board of Directors of the Sycamore BMX bike riders stated they 
are ready to get the ball rolling again. There has been a big increase in the amount of cyclists due to 
the Pandemic. They have recently opened a track in Santa Clarita which has been a big success. He 
is arranging a tour of the Santa Clarita track for District staff. They are working on compiling a list 
of their participants in Simi Valley. Their group has had a track in Simi Valley for over 30 years, this 
is a good time to bring this back to the community. 
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Robert Kawaya spoke on behalf of BMX riders. Cycling is one of the few sports that was left to do 
during the Pandemic. The parents and kids are ready to get back out there after being locked down. 
This is a great sport, good exercise, and gets people outside. He would like to see a track brought 
back to the Simi Valley community. 

David Callis, representative from Hermosa Beach Volleyball Club is excited to move forward with 
the District and discuss expansion plans for the sport here in Simi Valley. It is so helpful to get kids 
back outside and being active. There are several locations here in town that could work for their 
group. 

Adam Swanson called in from Berylwood Skate Plaza. They are still having a dust issue, the mud 
problem is better, but it is still incredibly dusty. They would still like to have the dirt replaced with 
concrete when possible. In the meantime, a pressure washing once or twice per month would be really 
helpful. 

Director Abele stated the BMX track, sand volleyball, and the Skate Plaza are all great projects. We 
have a limited Budget and limited Staff, so unfortunately all projects cannot be done at the same time. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District Board Meeting - May 6, 2021 - Motion: Director 
Abele moved to approve the Minutes as written. Vice Chair O'Brien seconded the motion. 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

6. CONSENT AGENDA (Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and shall 
be acted upon without discussion by one motion approving the Consent Agenda. If discussion is 
desired the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda upon a Director's request.) 

a. Approval of 4/30/21 Accounts Payable Check Register and 4/23/21 and 5/7/21 Payroll Check 
Registers - Motion: Vice Chair O'Brien moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Director 
Gray seconded the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

7. PRESENTATIONS, SCHEDULED ITEMS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Presentation of the Full-Time Employee of the Month for April 2021 to Danielle June -The 
Staff Report was presented by Director of Administration, Theresa Pennington who presented 
Danielle with her plaque and she will also receive a paid day off. Danielle is a Supervisor II 
in the Recreation Department; she has worked for the District for over 10 years and this is her 
3rd Employee of the Month Award. 

Paranick added Danielle has done so much work navigating the COVID restrictions and 
keeping programs open. He commended her on the great work. 

Dennert congratulated June, adding he has been so impressed with her work on the new 
Activity Center. She has worked hard to incorporate all the community needs and it is 
amazing. 

Gray congratulated Danielle, he really appreciates her work ethic. 

Freeman congratulated Danielle, adding her creativity and thoroughness is appreciated. 
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O'Brien echoed the sentiments of the others and congratulated Danielle on the award. 

Danielle thanked everyone for the award; it has been an honor to work for the District for 
over 10 years. 

b. Status of the Districts Response to the COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic- The Verbal Report 
was presented by Dan Paranick, District Manager. All news has been good, there were no 
COVID related complaints or any positive cases within the District. There is currently a high 
demand for recreational programming. However, splash pads are specifically not allowed to 
open yet by mandate. Staff is currently looking into this as the District normally opens on 
Memorial Day weekend. Staff is working on Concert in the Park plans for July/August with 
an alternate plan if large gatherings are still restricted at that time. Staff attended a Federal 
Webinar regarding COVID relief funding. States, Counties, and Cities will be able to 
distribute funds to Special Districts. 

Dennert asked the normal hours of Splash Pads and if it would possible to extend those this 
Summer since they have been closed during COVID. Nakaoka believes the hours are 9am to 
7pm. Paranick will look into extending the normal hours. 

Dennert asked about the timing of the delivery of the new showmobile stage. Dennert is still 
interested in allowing younger bands an opportunity to play prior to the main acts at the 
Concerts in the Park. 

Dennert asked when mailed copies of The Reporter should arrive. Miller replied they should 
arrive starting Friday and through the weekend. 

Dennert asked if there if any guidance for District Staff regarding mask wearing. Paranick 
responded the CDC has relaxed the guidelines but the State has not, we will continue to follow 
the California health department guidelines. 

8. CONTINUED BUSINESS - NONE 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Approval of Resolution No. 2008 of the Intention to Levy Assessments for Fiscal Year 2021-
22, Preliminarily Approving Engineer's Report and Providing for Notice of Hearing - The 
Staff Report was presented by Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration. This 
resolution preliminarily approves the Engineer's Report and authorizes the publishing of a 
legal notice. The legal notice will provide the date and time of a public hearing, at that time 
the Board may allow and consider public comment regarding the assessment. The Board is 
not making a decision on the assessment itself or the actual amount for fiscal year 2021-22. 

Paranick added the Board is not making a decision on the actual assessment amount tonight. 
The vote tonight is to approve the preliminary report and notice the item for the publics 
review. Pennington added the assessment amount must be the same in Oak Park and Simi 
Valley because it is one Assessment District. 

Freeman attended the original meeting and the community voted for this assessment. The 
entire community benefits from the assessment. The Board at the time gave a Jot of thought 
to this prior to their vote. 
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Abele asked if this Assessment was on an actual ballot or mail (ballots) that went out to the 
community. If possible, he would like to know how many ballots were actually returned. 
Susan Barnes from SCI replied approximately 36,000 were mailed out and approximately 1/3 
were returned. 

Paranick added the assessment provides approximately $2 million per year of budgeted 
revenue for the District. If the funds are not available it will significantly affect the District's 
Budget. 

Abele stated the District could be charging more fees for weddings, golfing, and After-School 
Club fees to increase revenue. 

Freeman stated the issue with fee-based income is a pandemic would affect these amounts. 
The Assessment is a constant amount that can be factored into the Budget and everyone shares 
in the benefit. 

Abele stated, in general, he is not a big fan of assessments. He is concerned how this is 
presented to the Board every year; it is always presented with the highest increase. He feels 
this is presented with a slanted point of view and would like additional options presented. 

O'Brien asked if the assessment is affected by decreasing population. Paranick replied the 
assessment is attached to properties, not the population. 

Dennert asked if this is voted down tonight, what would happen next. Paranick responded if 
the assessment is not filed by the first week in July, then the District could not collect the 
revenue. The resolution tonight allows the release of the report to the public and setting a time 
for public comment, not the assessment amount. 

Dennert asked Freeman if anyone spoke against the Assessment at the original meeting. 
Freeman replied the feedback was mixed with a lot of questions and there was more than 1 
meeting. Not everyone was happy, but the Board's vote was unanimous. 

Pennington stated the Assessment will be brought back at the June 2, 2021 Board Meeting 
and will include several options for the Board. Paranick stated Staff will more clearly show 
how CPI is calculated. 

Motion: Director Freeman moved to approve Resolution No. 2008. Chair Dennert seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with the following Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Dennert, Freeman, Gray, O'Brien 
Noes: Abele 
Absent: 
Abstain: 

b. Park District Energy Conservation Efforts and Consideration of Solar Power - The Staff 
Report was presented by Wayne Nakaoka, Director of Planning and Maintenance. Staff had 
previously researched solar options and at that time it did not make fiscal sense to proceed. 
The City of Simi Valley contracted with a Qualified Energy Service Company (ESCO) firm 
in 2016 for a solar power system using 3rd party financing to fund the project. Currently, Staff 
has identified the top 6 District facilities with the highest electrical costs, these locations 
would be most likely to benefit from the installation of solar power. 
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Freeman asked if the ESCO would also verify if the building is structurally sound. Nakaoka 
replied the owner must verify the structural viability of the buildings. 

O'Brien inquired about concentrated solar panel systems, without adding panels to a roof. 
Nakaoka replied those are on the ground and use mirrors, they are much more work and he 
would not recommend this option. 

Dennert inquired about the previous amount that was budgeted for Solar. Nakaoka replied the 
funds went to replacing lighting with LED lights. 

Abele asked what would be the cost to explore the options further. Nakaoka responded just 
staffing time, he would need approximately 3 weeks of time. Abele asked what would be 
Nakaoka's recommendation. Nakaoka responded he would add this to the 5-year CIP list due 
to the current number oflarger projects that are active. He would recommend proceeding with 
proposals though. Paranick added the timing may be better once the Activity Center at 
Guardian is open to see the power usage then. 

Motion: Chair Dennert moved to authorize Staff to proceed with proposals, but not be limited 
to only the 6 currently identified locations. Director Freeman seconded the motion. The 
motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

c. Approval of Site Lease Agreement between T-Mobile West, a Delaware Corporation, and 
Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District for a Wireless Telecommunication Facility on Park 
District Open Space Property in Simi Valley (aka Simi Valley Erringer Rock- SV13705A) 
-The Staff Report was presented by Wayne Nakaoka, Director of Planning and Maintenance. 
T-Mobile Wireless contacted the District in March 2020 with interest in constructing a 
telecommunication facility at this location. At the request of District staff, the entire antenna 
array will be hidden within a fake rock enclosure. This will be a 30-year lease with an 
anticipated $1,111,047 of revenue generated. 

Director O'Brien recused herself from the meeting at this time due to a conflict of interest. 

Director Gray asked how many similar cell tower agreements the District has and how this 
agreement compares. Nakaoka responded there are 5 in total, 2 are proposed. This agreement 
has higher anticipated revenue than the other sites. 

Dennert asked how close to homes will this tower be located and do we know the color of the 
rock cover. Nakaoka responded the closest residence is 300 feet and the City will decide on 
the color. 

Staff recommends the Board approve the "Site Lease Agreement" between T-Mobile West 
and RSRPD for a wireless facility on District open space. 

Motion: Director Abele moved to approve the Site Lease Agreement. Director Gray seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote with Vice Chair O'Brien abstaining. 

Chair Dennert called a 5-minute recess at 8:20pm. 

Chair Dennert called the Meeting back to Order at 8:25pm. 
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d. Receive and File Audit Results and Basic Financial Statements for Rancho Simi Recreation 
and Park District for Fiscal Year End June 30, 2020 - The Staff Report was presented by 
Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration. The Auditors have issued an unqualified 
opinion indicating the District's Financial Statement fairly states the financial position of the 
Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District. 

Paranick added under the management of the Board, the financial position of the District is 
strong. 

Dennert asked if there were any recommendations by the Auditors and which Staff members 
work on the Audit. Pennington replied District Accountant Miguel Chavez takes the lead in 
working with the Auditors. However, it is a team effort across all departments in providing 
the documentation the Auditors require. This was a very good Audit, with no findings, Staff 
is very proud of that. 

The Board directed Staff to Receive and file the Audit results. 

e. Receive and File Proposition 4 - Appropriations Limitation - The Staff Report was presented 
by Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration. This report is for information purposes 
only. 

The Board directed Staff to receive and file the Appropriations Limitation Report. 

f. Approval for Publication of Legal Notice Concerning Proposition 4 Appropriations 
Limitation Amount - The Staff Report was presented by Theresa Pennington, Director of 
Administration. The legal notice serves to inform the public of their opportunity to inspect 
the District's calculation of the fiscal year 2021-22 appropriation limit. 

Motion: Director Gray moved to approve the publication of the Legal Notice. Chair Dennert 
seconded the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

10. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS OF NOTE-NONE 

11. REPORTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 

Director Freeman had no meetings or events to report on. 

Vice Chair O'Brien received correspondence regarding the Oak Park Garden Club. She also reported 
on a homeless campus in Phoenix through the United Methodist Outreach Ministries where they assist 
the homeless community on a large scale, it was quite impressive. 

Director Gray attended the Soccer Foundation Meeting, Staff was great about working with this 
group. Gray inquired about the tour with the Calleguas Water District. Paranick replied the meeting 
went well and the District Chair and Vice Chair will be visiting their facility in July. He asked about 
the grass at Arroyostow Park. Nakaoka replied there were no issues, the grass was all green. Gray 
reported the Simi Valley Emerging Leaders book drive has collected 1700+ books and are still 
collecting for the next 2 days. 

6 



approved 

Director Abele requested the fee study be included on a meeting agenda soon. He would also like to 
have a discussion regarding changing the Board meetings to Wednesdays. He is looking forward to 
Concerts in the Park this year. He asked if the 4th of July event will be held at Rancho Santa Susana 
Community Park. Paranick replied that is correct. Abele reported he spoke at the recent City Council 
Meeting. He feels Memorial Day has not been given the proper recognition. The holiday is about 
American freedoms and the government has trampled on those. He is looking forward to the 4th to 
celebrate those freedoms. He requested that Staff let the public know that the fireworks are happening. 

Chair Dennert attended the Swap and Sell event. It was really well run and so fun to watch the children 
bargain with each other. He suggested the Board Meetings stay on ZOOM until June when the public 
can attend in person again. The MRCA meeting at Hummingbird Trail with District Staff and Ryan 
Halub went well and they came up with a plan to assist with graffiti removal. He added the Trail 
currently is as popular as the Reagan Library (which will reopen next week) with people coming from 
all different areas. He volunteered with the removal of crayfish in Oak Park, Gray is up next. He 
participated in the weekly Wednesday night hike with Staff members, this is a great way to enjoy the 
local trails. He requested Staff post to Social Media letting people know the 4th of July event will be 
held this year. June is Pride month and he would like to see the District promote inclusive activities. 
He also suggested using the Pride and 4th of July colors for the District Logo during those months. 

12. REPORT BY DISTRICT MANAGER - Comments were provided by Dan Paranick. The 
Hummingbird Trail has been very popular recently and the City of Simi Valley is looking to expand 
parking at the !railhead. It has been quiet at the Skate Plaza; the extra security has been working well. 
The Police have issued citations to several juveniles involved in the attack. Lisa Weagley will be 
retiring in June and Bryan McQueen will be serving as an Interim Supervisor. The CARPD 
conference will be held at the end of June, Board members should submit their registration forms to 
Executive Assistant Sandee Covone. April financials are tracking really well, even better than 
expected due to registrations increasing sooner than predicted. Paranick met with the Historical 
Society, they are in the process of updating their agreement with the District. The Ranch Radio has 
provided a monthly time slot for Board Member updates and Staff will be meeting with Radio Simi 
soon. The District will be receiving a battery backup system from Southern California Edison; they 
are providing the systems to locations designated as emergency shelter sites. Paranick noted that the 
fee study item is being updated and will be calendared for the Board as soon as the update is complete. 
He also noted the discussion regarding moving Board Meetings to Wednesdays will be calendared 
for Board discussion. 

Upcoming events: District's Employee Picnic will be held Friday, May 28th at Stratheam Park, a 
retirement lunch for Lisa Weagley on June 10th, and a lunch will be scheduled for Mark Johnson. 

Future Agenda Items: use of One-wheelers, update on the District Marketing and Outreach plan, the 
Assessment, and CARPD nominations. 

Committee Activity: A Special Needs Committee is planned for June 9th in the evening. 

Paranick congratulated Nakaoka again on his award and read the comments submitted about his many 
contributions to the District. 
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13. CLOSED SESSION - Chair Dennert announced Closed Session at 9:07pm. 

a. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Conference with Labor Negotiator: 
Agency Negotiators: District Manager and Director of Administration 
Employee Organization: Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District -

Middle Management Association 

b. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Conference with Labor Negotiator: 
Agency Negotiators: District Manager and Director of Administration 
Employee Organization: Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District -

Employees Association ("Bargaining Unit") 

c. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Conference with Labor Negotiator: 
Agency Negotiator: District Manager & Director of Administration 
Employee Organization: Unrepresented Employees 

approved 

Chair Dennert called the Meeting back to Open Session at 9:47pm. There was no reportable 
action taken by the Board tonight. 

14. ADJOURNMENT - Chair Dennert adjourned the Meeting at 9:48pm. 

~ Dfr:\11. +-tu--
Dan Paranick, District Clerk 
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